
ENG 493 : Annotated Bibliography	  
 

Above the Bibliography 
Put your topic, your research question, and your audience.  See example below. 
 
Format 
The format of your annotated bibliography must be that given in the MLA Handbook for Writers 
of Research Papers which you are required to own as an English major.  Failure to follow this 
format precisely will result in a lowered (possibly failing) grade on this component of the course. 
 
Number of Sources  
Minimum 12 
 
Kinds of Sources 
Your sources must not be all “www” sources.  Most of them should be print sources – this 
category would include journal articles and books you find through online databases which are 
actually print sources made electronically available.  Don’t overlook the possibility of personal 
or email interviews.  Speak with your instructor, instructors in your major field, and the reference 
librarians if you need assistance finding sources. 
 
Finding Sources 
The college library may have actual print sources helpful to you, but of course you will want to 
make use of its databases for journal articles and books that we don’t have in the stacks but are 
available electronically. Do realize you are very likely still going to need to use Inter-Library 
Loan services and/or make some trips to area libraries for some of your sources. See the Senior 
Thesis Helps document for more information on finding sources. 
 
Example of first page   
Your first page should look like this, except that everything is to be double-spaced, as always:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
           LastName  1 
 
Janie Doe Box # 
Dr. Beth Impson 
ENG 493 
Date 
 
Topic: 
Research Question: 
Audience (publication name): 
 

Annotated Bibliography 
 
Begin citations here. 
______________________________________________________________________________



Annotations 
Annotations should be at least 250 words long and include the following, in this order: 
 

a) identification of the source’s context – why it is credible (author information is the 
most important; you may give information about the publication if you do not have 
sufficient about the author to establish his expertise; otherwise, this is not needed), 
b) a brief summary of the work, 
c) your purpose and audience, and 
d) specific reasons the source will be helpful in developing your thesis. 

 
Here is an example of the type of content expected for your annotations (it is about 300 words 
long); note the added detail from the proposal example.  Do not put the bracketed notes in your 
annotations; they are here merely to show you the structure of the annotation.  Everything 
should, of course, be double-spaced as usual. 
 
 
Williams, Donald T. “Writers Cramped.” Touchstone: A Journal of Mere Christianity Sept.  

2007: 15-18. Print. <context> Donald T. Williams is a professor of English at Toccoa 
Falls (Christian) College, who has written several books and many articles on literature 
and the human condition, as well as publishing his own poetry.  {This article was 
published in a journal with a reputation for high-quality informal scholarly articles on 
such subjects from a Christian perspective.} <brief summary> In this article, Williams, 
an evangelical, explores reasons that the evangelical world has not created the kind of 
great art found among writers from the liturgical traditions.  For one thing, evangelicals 
often see art as a mere vehicle for evangelism instead of a good in itself.  Using fiction 
writer Flannery O’Connor as an example, he explains how her Catholic upbringing gave 
her “a true worldview,” “a definition of art that affirmed a spiritual purpose,” and “a 
sense of mystery”: all essential to the creation of excellent Christian fiction. Her Christian 
worldview allowed her to see man and God in proper relation, and she saw art as spiritual 
in its very essence.  As for mystery, in it we find the most important aspects of human 
nature and our place in the world. <writer’s purpose and audience> Because I am 
encouraging creative writing students to embrace an understanding of excellence that is 
founded on a Christian worldview without being formulaic or superficial, <specific ways 
source will be used, which also expands the summary> this article is especially helpful in 
Williams’ discussion of O’Connor’s three essentials.  I will explain briefly what he says 
about worldview and purpose as background, but, because my readers will be already 
familiar with those concepts, I will make the greatest use of his point about mystery: this 
is the least familiar to my readers and I wish them to understand its place in writing from 
a position of Christian faith.  Thus, Williams’ discussion will support my point that 
writing should not be formulaic and obvious if it is to be more than mere propaganda.  I 
will also use his discussion of art as a good in itself, and not merely as a vehicle of 
evangelism, to support my point that we should write all things “Christianly,” although 
not necessarily with explicitly Christian themes. 


