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Purpose:  What is the primary purpose of the piece – to inform, to persuade, to entertain, to   
provoke thought?   
 
Rhetor (writer or speaker) 
1)  Who is the rhetor in regard to the message?  Is he an expert, an explorer, a questioner?  What 
is his point of view in regard to the message – for/against, conservative/liberal, religious/secular, 
etc.?  Does he care deeply about it?  Is he fair in his portrayal of it?  
2)  Who is the rhetor in regard to the audience?  Is he a peer, an authority? Is he a  stranger or 
known to them? Older or younger?  Knows more or less about the topic?  etc. 
 
Appeal:  ethos – what is the writer’s moral character, as seen in the text itself? Can he be 
trusted; does he have  the audience’s good in mind and not just his own agenda? Does he treat 
opponents fairly? 
 
Audience (reader or listener) 
1)  What do they know about the topic already?  What do they need to know to understand the 
message?  What is their likely attitude toward the message?  What values  and worldview do 
they hold? 
2)  What common ground do they have with the rhetor?  What values do they not share with the 
rhetor?  What assumptions may they hold about the topic that are/are not the same as the 
rhetor’s? 
 
Appeal:  pathos -- the emotions that convince the audience’s heart so they will want to act on the 
message, but without merely manipulating them. 
 
Message (text) 
1)  What is the assertion being made about the topic?  What is the evidence that supports it?  
What assumptions underlie the message?  Is the analysis logical?   
2)  Is the message one which the rhetor is qualified to speak on? 
3)  Is the message shaped to meet the needs of the audience? 
 
Appeal:  logos – the good reasons which convince the audience’s mind and produce conviction 
that the message is true. 
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